
334    The Research Experience

OTHER LABELING RECOMMENDATIONS
As a statistical program, SPSS comes with consecutive numbers along the y-axis (vertical 
edge) that can be used as default subject numbers. This feature is not sufficient to iden-
tify subjects by number. As your first variable, you want to create subnum or a similar 
variable name that indicates subject number. Why? Because then the subject number 
becomes a manipulable variable (i.e., you can take actions with it). The subnum vari-
able is useful if you want to run an analysis with some but not all of the participants. For 
example, if you introduce a new manipulation check beginning with subject 35 and want 
to only include participants 35 and higher in your analyses, you would use a command in 
SPSS called “Select Cases” to restrict the sample (see a later section on SPSS commands) 
and specify the subnum variable.

A second labeling issue involves the kind of variable you have. You notice in the Vari-
able View that one option is “Type.” Make sure this is a numeric data type if you intend 
to do any quantitative analyses involving this variable. You can change the Type by click-
ing on the cell for that variable in Variable View. The default assignment is numeric, but 
in some software programs where you have used only words (strings) in your question 
and the response is a text box, the variable might be downloadable as a string variable 
type (see Figure 10.6).

People often wonder why they get an error message when they try to do analyses with 
one of these string variables. You need to change this variable type to Numeric to do sta-
tistical analyses. As an example, you can see for Q88, the variable Type is String, but the 
question is one that has a numerical answer: “How many different doctors’ offices have 
you visited for care? (please enter the number in the box).” Because there are no numeri-
cal response options in the question and simply the question text, the program defaults 
to String here. To conduct analyses, the variable Type must be changed to Numeric.

FIGURE 10.6  Example of a String Type Variable
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